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Marissa: Hi my name is Marissa and I am a PGY2 pharmacy resident in Geriatrics at the Durham VA Medical Center. I completed my PGY1 Residency at the Connecticut VA Healthcare System. My current practice interests include Geriatrics, Diabetes, Academia, and Mental Health.  I became interested in Geriatric pharmacy during my PGY1 residency. I spent time there on a Geriatric consult rotation and gained a greater appreciation for the impact pharmacists can play in geriatric patient care. I chose to seek out a geriatric PGY2 program with a strong interdisciplinary team component as well as with several academic experiences. I completed the traditional interview and match process and was matched here at the Durham VA Medical Center. 
Adam: Hello, my name is and I am the other PGY2 resident in Geriatrics here at Durham. I completed my PGY1 residency here last year and was able to enter the Geriatric program through the early commitment process. In addition to geriatrics, my interests include anticoagulation, internal medicine, long term care and respiratory medicine.  As a PGY1 resident here last year I had exposure to a wide variety of opportunities that we will talk about today that furthered my passion for Geriatrics and motivated me to complete my training here in Durham. 
Marissa: We would like to take some time to provide you with some of our favorite aspects of the PGY2 Geriatric Program here at the DURVAMC. First, Adam and I have the privilege to be an integral part of the Geriatric Research Education and Clinical Center at the DURVAMC. There we work alongside with the Duke Medicine Geriatric Fellows and participate in interdisciplinary clinical conferences and geriatric grand rounds. These conferences include a broad spectrum of geriatric topics and syndromes and provide us with the whole picture of the geriatric patient.
Adam: One really exciting aspect of the program is the opportunity to have longitudinal experiences in two very distinct patient care settings. On one hand we practice in the Geriatric clinic, where we function as a member of an interdisciplinary care team with Geriatric Fellows, Social Work and Physical Therapy during Geriatric consults; but we also see patients individually for medication management and anticoagulation. On the other hand, we each have a panel of Long Term Care residents that reside in our Community Living Center.  We follow these residents during the year and help optimize their care by working with Nurse Practitioners and completing monthly chart reviews.   
Marissa:  At the DURVAMC we have the opportunity to serve as preceptors for several types of learners. We interact with VA VALOR students, PY4 Pharmacy students, and PGY-1 Residents.  Adam and I also serve as Teaching Assistants for PY3 students at the UNC Eshelman School of Pharmacy. We gain exposure to grading SOAP notes, facilitating lectures, and providing feedback. This experience allows us to have a first-hand appreciation for Academic Pharmacy. 
Adam: Another of our favorite aspects of the program is the diversity of available rotation experiences. In addition to our ‘Core’ geriatric rotations which include 12 weeks in our Community Living Center and 4 weeks of Home Based Primary Care, we can elect to complete rotations in Palliative Care and Geriatric Psychiatry. Other rotations include Pharmacy Administration which provides opportunity to see patients in our Women’s Health Clinic, Medical Writing, and additional elective months that can include Internal Medicine, Ambulatory Care, or even Academia.  Our diverse year allows us to gain more confidence and expertise in geriatric pharmacy, but also to serve as a geriatric resource to other health care professionals while on non-geriatric focused experiences.  
Marissa: To conclude, we want to thank you for joining us for some of our favorite aspects of the PGY2 Geriatric Residency Program here at the Durham VA Medical Center. We hope our experiences and insight will assist you in your search for residency training.  


	
