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Buffalo Niagara is a bi-national region comprised of 
the eight counties of Western New York State and 
the Niagara Peninsula of Ontario, Canada. 
Strategically located, Buffalo Niagara is within 500 
miles of 55 percent of the United States population 
and 62 percent of the Canadian population. As an 
international trade center, the region accommodates 
38 percent of the total trade conducted between the 
United States and Canada.  
 
Home to two million people, Buffalo Niagara boasts 
a highly productive workforce of more than 750,000.
Western New York is home to 15 four-year colleges 
and universities and 20 two-year schools, graduating 
more than 20,000 from a base of more than 100,000 
students annually. The largest public university in the 
state, the University at Buffalo, offers more than 300 
graduate and undergraduate degree programs.  
Buffalo is called the "20-minute city." Why? Because 
most points of interest in the region are only about 
20 minutes apart. People who live here don't spend 
a lot of time commuting. The average price for a 
home in the Buffalo Niagara MSA is $81,400 and 
monthly resident rentals average $450-600. 
Residents enjoy close-knit neighborhoods, 
incredible architecture, and residential options to fit 
any taste.  

Buffalo's Theatre District has more live stages than 
any region in the state other than Broadway. In 
nearby Southern Ontario, residents and visitors 
enjoy Niagara-On-The-Lake's performance season. 
The Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra performs in 
Kleinhans Music Hall, designed by Eero and Eliel 
Saarinen. The Albright Knox Art Gallery and other 
world-class art museums house significant 
collections and special exhibits. Incredible 
architecture is found throughout in the region 
including five homes designed by Frank Lloyd 
Wright. Other notable architects such as E.B Green, 
Louis Sullivan, and H.H. Richardson are also 
represented.  

Buffalo Niagara celebrates the four seasons with 
gusto. In the hottest part of summer, the region has 
rarely had a day more than 100 degrees, thanks in 
part to great lake breezes. According to the National 
Weather Service, Buffalo averages 25 days of 
measurable snow and 52 days with temperatures 
above 80 each year. Buffalo has received a lot of 
publicity for its snowfall over the years, but it is not 
even the snowiest city in the state. Snowfalls that 
might shut some cities down for days are barely 
noticed here because of efficient snow removal.  
 
 

 

 



PPHHAARRMMAACCYY  PPRRAACCTTIICCEE  RREESSIIDDEENNCCYY  
 The VA Western New York Healthcare System (Buffalo Facility) has four Pharmacy Practice Residencies.   
The Buffalo VA Medical Center is a 200 bed Tertiary Care facility affiliated with the State University of New York 
at Buffalo and located adjacent to the Medical Complex. Pharmacy Service at the VA Western New York 
Healthcare System is affiliated with the SUNYAB School of Pharmacy as a training site for doctoral pharmacy 
students in various aspects of Pharmaceutical Care.  
 
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 
 The resident will gain a variety of practice experiences including 
• Acute/Critical Care Pharmacotherapy 
• Antibiotic Management 
• Pharmacokinetic consults 
• Research 
• Psychopharmacy 
• Geriatrics 

• Ambulatory care 
including: 

 Warfarin Clinic 
 Dyslipidemia Clinic 
 Diabetes Clinic 
 Geriatrics 
 Long Term Care 

Intended Outcomes of the Residency 
 Provide direct patient care in multiple environments 
 Organize information to provide education to staff, patients and caregivers 
 Become an integral member of the health care team 
 Develop skills that will lead to the development of an independent pharmacy practitioner. 
 Using experiential training to develop leadership capabilities 

 
Learning Experiences 
During the course of the program, the resident will be expected to: 

1) Provide Acute/Critical Care Pharmacy Services, including total parenteral nutrition, antibiotic preparation, antibiotic 
monitoring, pharmacokinetic consults, IV admixture and Unit Dose Drug Distribution, participation in medical and 
surgical patient care rounds, provision of discharge counseling, and provision of Drug Information Services 

2) Provide Primary Care Clinical Pharmacy Services including patient /provider education, continuity of care and 
pharmacotherapy services and various medical specialties including: Dyslipidemia Management, Anticoagulation, 
Cardiology, Diabetes, Hypertension, Dermatology, Mental Health, Geriatrics, Critical Care and Infectious Disease. 

3) Demonstrate effective written and oral communication skills with physicians, nurses, and other health-care 
practitioners.  Documentation of written skills should be in the form of written progress notes or formal 
consultations in the patient's chart and interdepartmental memoranda. 

4) Design, implement and analyze an IRB (investigational review board approved) research project. 
5) Develop computer skills to assist in the conduct of professional activities. 
6) Develop, implement and present a DUE Demonstration Project. 
7) Provide education for Pharmacy Staff, providers, nurses, other health care professionals and patients utilizing both 

informal and formal (videoconference) CE inservices. 
http://www1.va.gov/visns/visn02/wny/pharmresidency/index.cfm 
 
TRAINEES INFORMATION 
 The prospective trainee must have a Doctor of Pharmacy or equivalent educational experience prior to 

entering the residency. The residency will begin about July 1 and will require 2000 hours of residency training.  
The approved stipend for the resident is $38,000 which also includes 13 days each of sick and personal leave. 
Additional benefits include health and life insurance. Upon completion of the residency, the trainee will receive 
certification of completion from the American Society of Hospital Pharmacists. You MUST be a US Citizen. A 
resume (curriculum vitae) is required for consideration. 

              NNaattiioonnaall  MMaattcchhiinngg  CCooddee--  113377111133    
 
Kenneth A. Kellick, Pharm.D., Clinical Pharmacy Coordinator/ or  Nancy Fucile, Pharm.D 
DVA Western New York Healthcare System (119E)   VAWNYHS- IP Clin Pharm Coord 
3495 Bailey Ave.        3495 Bailey Ave. 
Buffalo, NY  14215-1199       Buffalo, NY 14215-1199 
phone 716-862-6335         phone 716-834-9200 x5035 
e-mail: Kenneth.kellick@med.va.gov  or kkellick@aol.com   email: nancy.fucile@med.va.gov 



 

Batavia

The VA Western NY Healthcare System 
(VAWNYHS) is part of the VA Healthcare Network 
Upstate New York (see below map).  It consists of two 
facilities one in Buffalo, the other in Batavia as well as 
five community based-outpatient clinics.  The Buffalo 
facility opened in 1950.  It provides medical, surgical, 
mental health and long-term care services through a 
full range of inpatient and outpatient programs.  It is 
the main referral center for cardiac surgery, 
cardiology and comprehensive cancer care for Central 
and Western New York and Northern Pennsylvania. 
 The Batavia facility (lower right) is situated on 
48.8 acres in Genesee County’s largest city. It 
provides geriatric and rehabilitation medicine 
services, a residential care post-traumatic stress 
disorder unit, and out-patient services.  In 1995, a 
New York State Veterans Home was built on the 
Batavia grounds.   
 Veterans can receive primary care, wellness and 
preventive outpatient care at both the Buffalo and 
Batavia facilities.  Comprehensive primary, secondary 
and tertiary inpatient care is available in Buffalo.  A 
hospitality suite for outpatients and their families is 
available at Buffalo offering overnight lodging to 
veterans from outside the area. 
 The VAWNYHS is academically affiliated 
with the State University of New York (SUNY) at 
Buffalo Schools of Medicine and Pharmacy.  Other 
affiliated SUNY programs include nursing, dentistry, 
physical and occupational therapy, psychology, social 
work and health care administration.  VA WNY 
researchers have earned worldwide acclaim in 
developing the cardiac pacemaker.  Recent 
breakthroughs in the study of tinnitus and progress 
toward a vaccine for childhood ear infections 
promise benefits to all mankind 


