Drug Surveillance/Drug Safety Projects

Look-Alike/Sound-Alike (LASA)

Drug Names or Products Reported from the Field

VA Center for Medication Safety - A Patient Safety Center for Inquiry
VHA Pharmacy Benefits Management Strategic Healthcare Group
National Center for Patient Safety

VA-Specific LASA Name Pairs Involved in Errors

Loratadine/Lorazepam

Torsemide/Toradol

Levothyroxine/Levaquin

Benazapril/Benadryl

Seroquel/Serzone

Lamictal/Lamisil, Lamivudine, Ludiomil, Labetalol, Lomotil

Oxybutynin/Oxycodone

Simvastatin/Simethicone

Metocurine/Metoclopramide

HCTZ/HCTZ-Triamterene

Quinidine/Quinine

Hydralazine/Hydroxyzine

Procarbazine/Procardia

Felodipine/Famotidine

Imuran/Imdur

Methohexital/Methotrexate

Propofol/Propranolol

Dilaudid/Dilantin

Aminophylline/Amiodarone

Penicillamine/Penicillin

Sulfasalazine/Salsalate

Rifaximin/Rifampin

Sulfasalazine/Sulfadiazine

Zolpidem/Zolmitriptan

VA-Specific LA/SA Product Packaging Pairs

IMS Epinephrine 1:1000 [(1mg/mL), 30mL multidose amber glass vial] instead of Sicor Sulfamethoxazole
& Trimethoprim Injection, USP 80mg/16mg/mL [30mL multidose amber glass vial]

Fluarix/Twinrix

Haloperidol 5mg/ml Injection1ml amber-colored vial made by Bedford Labs has a white background label with bold
black font lettering versus Cyanocobalamin 1000 mcg/ml Injection 1mL vial made by American Regent, Inc. which is
also amber-colored with black lettering.




