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The Stratton VA Medical Center has eleven community based outpatient clinics (CBOCs) in Bainbridge, Catskill, Clifton Park, Fonda, Glens Falls, Kingston, Plattsburgh, Saranac Lake, Schenectady, Troy, and Westport, New York. These clinics offer residents the opportunity to work with a vast array of patient populations including rural, urban, and geographically isolated patients. There is also a Community Living Center located within the medical center providing long term care for elderly and disabled veterans. Residents have the opportunity to take on a panel of long term care patients whom they follow throughout the year. 
The Stratton VA is affiliated with Albany College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences, which offers an optional Teaching and Learning Program. This program allows residents to prepare a lecture for a course at the college and obtain a Teaching and Learning certificate.
The Albany Stratton VA Medical Center is located in Albany, NY, the Capital of New York State. Albany is less than a 3 hour drive or train ride from Boston, MA to the east and New York City to the south.  Albany is bordered by the Hudson Valley region, the Adirondack mountains, and the Berkshire mountains. This unique location boasts a variety of cultural, historical, and outdoor activities close by.
RESIDENT INFO:
Amelia Persico, PharmD, MBA: Amelia is a current PGY1 Pharmacy resident. She obtained her Pharm. D. from Albany College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences and her MBA from Union Graduate College. Prior to residency she worked for one year as a Pharmacy Manager in a rural community pharmacy. Amelia chose to do a PGY1 at the Stratton VA because of the opportunities in ambulatory care and the interdisciplinary pain clinic. Her areas of interest include pain management, geriatrics, quality improvement, and pharmacy administration. After completion of PGY1 she plans to pursue a PGY2 in pain management. Her long-term goals are to find a role that merges the clinical skills she has developed with her managerial background. 
Mallory Kuchis, PharmD, BA: Mallory is a current PGY1 Pharmacy resident. She obtained her B.A. in biology from Hartwick College and went on to obtain her Pharm. D. from Albany College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences. Mallory chose to do a PGY1 residency to gain experience in the ambulatory care setting. Her areas of interest include diabetes, hypertension, and hyperlipidemia.  After completion of a PGY1, she plans to pursue a PGY2 in a specialty ambulatory care setting. Her long-term goals are to obtain a clinical position in a primary care clinic. 
Megan Ooms, PharmD, BS: Megan is a current PGY1 Pharmacy resident. She obtained her B.S. in pharmaceutical sciences from Western New England University and Pharm. D. from Western New England University College of Pharmacy. Her areas of interest include geriatrics, diabetes management, and home based primary care. After completion of a PGY1 she plans to pursue a PGY2 residency in one of her areas of interest. Her long-term goals include obtaining a position that allows her to practice in the geriatrics setting.
Jeff Bettinger: Jeff is the current PGY2 Pain and Palliative care resident. He obtained his Pharm. D. from Albany College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences in 2017 and completed a PGY1 Pharmacy Residency at the Stratton VA Medical Center in 2018. His interests include management of chronic pain in complex and high risk populations (ie. Substance abuse, mental health disorders, complex comorbid conditions), pharmacogenomics, and mental health.  His long-term goals include working and leading an interdisciplinary ambulatory care, chronic pain management clinic, working to become an expert in the field of pain management, and continuing to research/publish.
